ROMANS 
RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH 


- ABOUT THE BOOK | 

* The apostle Paul wrote to the Romans from the Greek city of Corinth in AD 57, just three 
years after the 16-year-old Nero had ascended to the throne as Emperor of Rome. 

* The political situation in the capital had not yet deteriorated for the Roman Christians, 
as Nero wouldn't begin his persecution of them until he made them scapegoats after 
the great Roman fire in AD 64. 

* Therefore, Paul wrote to a church that was experiencing a time of relative peace, buta 
church that he felt needed a strong dose of basic gospel doctrine. 

* Paul had never been to Rome when he wrote the letter to the Romans, though he had 
clearly expressed his desire to travel there in the near future (Romans 1:10-12). 

* Romans 16:22 indicates that Paul used a man named Tertius to transcribe his words. 


* Of particular concern to Paul were those to whom this letter was written—those in Rome 
who were “loved by God and called to be saints” (Romans 1:7). 
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ABOUT THE BOOK 

* Phoebe, who was a member of the church at Cenchrea near Corinth (Romans 16:1), most likely 
carried the letter to Rome. 
Longest letter Paul wrote 


Longest letter in the New Testament 
Longest letter in the ancient world 


* **« * * 


The letter to the Romans stands as the clearest and most systematic presentation of Christian 
doctrine in all the Scriptures. 

The main theme of this letter is obvious of course—righteousness. 

The Book of Romans tells us about God, who He is and what He has done. 

lt tells us of Jesus Christ, what His death accomplished. 


*x* ** * * 


lt tells us about ourselves, what we were like without Christ and who we are after trusting in 
Christ. 


* Chapters: 28 | Verses: 1007 
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_ KEY VERSE 


Romans 1:16, 17 
For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ; for it is the power of God unto salvation to 
everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 
For in it is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, 
“The just shall live by faith”. 


The Book of Romans is primarily a work of doctrine and can be divided into 4 sections: 
a. THE NEED OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 1:18-3:20; 

b. GOD’S PROVISION OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 3:21-8:39; 

c. MAN’S REJECTION OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 9:1-11:36; 

d. PRACTISING RIGHTEOUSNESS 12:1-15:13. 


1. THE NEED OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (1:18-3:20) 


Righteousness needed by sinful men (Rom 1:18-3:20) 
Man is a sinner. The World is guilty before God — all need righteousness. 
1. The Need Of The Gentiles (Rom 1:18-2:16) 
¢ Natural revelation of God 
¢ Respectable people need righteousness (2:1-16) 


2. The Need Of The Jews (Rom 2:1 7-3:8) 
e Revelation of the sin of Israel under the Law, 
3. The Universal Need For Salvation (Rom 3:9-20) 
- Man cannot remove guilt. (vs.9-12) 
- Man cannot change his nature. (vs.13-18) 
- Law reveals sin, not salvation. (vs. 19-20) 
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_ 2. GOD'S PROVISION OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (3:21-8:39) 


a. Justification by faith explained, Rom 3:21-31 
Justification is the act of God that declares a sinner righteous by faith on the merit of 
_ Christ's sacrifice. (Under law God required righteousness from man; under grace He 
gives righteousness to man) 


b. Justification by faith illustrated, Rom 4:1-25 
___ (Demonstration — Abraham and David) 


c. Justification by faith — results derived, Rom 5:1-11 
_ Eight benefits of Justification: 
+1) Peace, v.1 2) Access, v.2 3) Hope, v.2 4) Patience — fruit of tribulations, v. 3 5) 
Love, v.5 6) Holy Spirit, v.5 7) Deliverance from the Great Tribulation, v. 9 8) Joy, v. 11 
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| 2. GOD'S PROVISION OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (3:21-8:39) _ 
1. Potential for sanctification comes through Christ and not Adam, Rom 5:12-21  & 
a. Headship of Adam, wv. 12-14 Death — sin 


b. Headship of Christ, vv. 15-17 Life — righteousness 
c. Offense of Adam vs. righteousness of Christ, vv. 18-21 


2. Positioned in Sanctification Through Christ Rom 6:1-10 
* Union with Christ in His death and resurrection is the basis of deliverance from sin. 


3. Practical sanctification, Rom 6:11-23 
* Obedience to God leads to the experience of deliverance from sin. 


4. Persecution for Sanctification, Rom 7:1-25 
* The Struggles of a saved soul, vv. 15-25 
* The Old nature could not stop it. the New nature finds strength in God to overcome. 
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2. GOD'S PROVISION OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (3:21-8:39) 


God's new provision for sanctification, Rom 8:1-39 

a. New law: Holy Spirit vs. Law, vv. 1-4 

b. New struggle: Holy Spirit vs. flesh, vv. 5-13 

c. New man, son of God: Holy Spirit and spirit of man, vv. 14-17 
d. New creation: old vs. new, bondage vs. liberty, vv. 18-22 
e. New body: groaning vs. redeemed body, vv. 23-27 

Holy Spirit helps us in our present bodies. 

f. New purpose of God, wv. 28-34 

God's purpose guarantees the salvation of sinners. 

g. New security of the believer, vv. 35-39 

God's love guarantees the security of the believer. 
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3. REJECTION OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (9:1-11:36) 
A. God's past dealings with Israel, Chapter 9 
1. Israel defined, vv. 1-5 and identified, vv. 6-13 


2. Choice of Israel in the sovereign purpose of God, vv. 14-24 
3. Choice of Gentiles in the scriptural prophecies of God, wv. 25-33 


_ B. God's present purpose with Israel, Chapter 10 
1. Present state of Israel — lost, vv. 1-4 same as Gentiles, wv. 5-12 “For there is no difference.” 
Present salvation for both Jew and Gentile — hear and believe the gospel, vv. 13-21 


XY 


C. God's future purpose with Israel, Chapter 11 
1. Reason for setting aside the nation Israel — salvation of the Gentiles, vv. 13-21 
Restoration of nation Israel — greater blessing, vv. 22-32 


XY 
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_ PRACTISING RIGHTEOUSNESS (12:1-15:13) 


A. IN RELATION TO OVERALL CONDUCT (Rom 12:1-21) 
1. Relationship to God (“present — yield”), Rom 12:1-2 

2. Relationship to gifts of the Spirit, Rom 12:3-8 

3. Relationship to other believers, Rom 12:9-16 

4. Relationship to unbelievers, Rom 12:1 7-21 


B. IN RELATION TO CIVIL AUTHORITY (Rom 13:1-7) 

C. IN RELATION TO FELLOW MAN (Rom 13:8-14) 

D. IN RELATION TO WEAK BRETHREN (Rom 14:1-15:13) 

Three principles of conduct for Christians 

a. Conviction, Rom 14:5 b. Conscience, ¢. Consideration, Rom 15:1-3 


Relationship of Jews and Gentiles as believers, Rom 15:4-13 (Racial relationships) 
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